Polmaise Cup

Growing up in the shooting and gundog world in and around Stirlingshire has provided professional dog trainer and behaviour specialist, Robert Johnston with the ideal platform in which to hone his skills. Robert runs a small ‘Centre for Dogs’ named Polmaise Pets.  In his career, Robert has become a successful breeder and trainer of gundogs. He has had many successes in the trialling world where dogs ‘fit for function’ reign.
Through the years, Robert has seen many changes in the shooting field. Many dog breeds new to the UK have come into (and fallen out of) fashion. Hunt Point Retrieve breeds (HPR’s) such as German Shorthaired Pointers and their cousins German Wirehaired Pointers have become very popular as a ‘jack of all trades’ type tool used in the field with varying degrees of success. This type of dog was bred on the continent to fulfil a certain ‘niche’ where the quarry could just as easily be wild boar and deer as well as ‘feather and fur’. Once imported to the UK the HPR’s quickly showed their worth on the Grouse moor, not only finding and pointing game but retrieving to hand after a successful shot.  The latter attribute being a skill that was never built into the function of the native English Pointer.
But! What of the average shooting man? The average shooting man who with dogs that were bred specifically to perform a task in the field who sets out with a pair of dogs that specialise in a task, what of him? 

This man would traditionally be accompanied by dogs such as the Spaniel, whose primary function is to find and flush game then STOP so that a clear, safe shot can be taken. Then there would traditionally be the Retriever, sure and steadfast, biddable and calm. This dogs primary function is to retrieve fallen game but also to be steady to shot and game fall. To ‘mark’ but also to be able to ‘find’ unseen falls and to be willing to be ‘handled’ and take direction into the area of fall. Each of these dog types has a skill set of its own. Yes, there may be some cross over in terms of function but these dogs are masters of what they do. They are the specialists and they were bred over hundreds of years to become what they are today. These dogs are Robert Johnston’s Passion...
Robert had a vision, a vision that grew over many years, years that saw him competing at top level with his dogs. He noticed a trend that brought forth and promoted specialist dog handlers, i.e. ‘The Spaniel Man’ or ‘The Lab Man’. Many of these handlers often had little connection with the shooting field and were only interested in competition and dogs were being bred to excel at top level. But, what of the average shooting man? This vision was centred on and around the average shooting man and his dogs and so The Polmaise Cup was born. 

The Polmaise Cup is not a field trial or gundog test. The Polmaise Cup is a competition open to all, ESPECIALLY the average shooting man (or woman of course). The Polmaise Cup is specifically designed to promote the art of shooting with dogs where the handler has two dogs and a gun.  The Polmaise Cup competitor has a spaniel to find and flush game, a gun to shoot the game and a retriever to retrieve the game and all this has to be executed in a safe and ethical manner. The Polmaise Cup competitor has to SHOOT OVER DOGS!
Now in its third year, the Polmaise Cup has gone through some fundamental changes in order to attract the younger entrant into the world of shooting with dogs and to give everyone from novice to expert the opportunity to shoot their own game in some of the most prestigious shooting estates in the country.

The 2010 Polmaise Cup will take place on Saturday 9th October. The venue is not yet decided but it will be held within spectacular Scottish scenery. In 2010 the Polmaise Cup will consist of...

Novice Class: The introduction of Novice entry, will allow everyone who has at least one dog to take part. The novice event will be held in the morning and will require only one dog. Any variety of Spaniel OR Retriever breed and one shooter. 

Junior Class: The introduction of a junior class will hopefully further promote the sport and encourage the 'Youth'. This will be held in the afternoon, running at the same time as the Open, with separate judges. The junior is open to anyone under 18 who can enter either One or Two dogs, any variety Spaniel or Retriever, but they are NOT required to shoot. 

Open Class: The introduction of Open class will allow anyone who has competed in Novice and would like to progress to Two dogs or is competent to enter with any variety Spaniel and Retriever, and one Shooter. This will be held in the afternoon. 

Championship: The introduction of a Championship is possible now that we have 'history' over the last two years. The Championship will be held on a separate date later in the shooting calendar, and is available to any competitor that has been awarded either First, Second or third in a Polmaise Cup open class event OR by invitation.
The patron of the Polmaise Cup is lifelong supporter of country sports, Lord Nickson K.B.E.

More information and updates are available at www.polmaisecup.co.uk 
